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Research Institute for Fragrance Materials, Inc. 
50 Tice Boulevard • Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 

Phone: 201.689.8089 • Fax: 201.689.8090 
www.rifm.org 

 
Dear Prospective RIFM Member: 

We know how important it is to stay current on fragrance material safety data in today’s competitive market. Your 
interest in the Research Institute for Fragrance Materials Inc., (RIFM) demonstrates your company’s awareness of its 
responsibility to the consumer and the environment. Thank you for the opportunity to send our prospective member 
information. Membership in RIFM will assist you in the decision process for this crucial area of product management. 
RIFM believes that fragrance manufacturers and product retailers should have one goal in common—Protect the 
Consumer. It is important to show the authorities and the public that we are working together to support the 
research and testing needed to accomplish this goal. The greatest benefit of RIFM membership is having access to 
all the data available to help your company market safe products. 
We work aggressively to keep the RIFM database current. RIFM staff constantly searches the open literature and 
updates material data as it becomes available. The database is available to subscribers 24/7 via the Internet at 
www.rifm.org. It is the most comprehensive database available worldwide, covering more than 5100 substances. 
Substances are categorized by EINECS, CAS and Council of Europe numbers and also list the regulatory assessments 
by the FDA, registration references for TSCA, Canadian DSL and EINECS, the ACGIH Threshold Limit Values and 
any other regulatory information available. Other data include: 
♦ Links to the International Fragrance Association (IFRA) standards. RIFM database subscribers also receive 

advance notice of new or revised IFRA Standards 
♦ Flavor/Fragrance Ingredient Data Sheets (FFIDS) from which MSDSs can be created 
♦ Toxicological data (over 103,000 studies) with references to original reports 
♦ Over 50,000 references to published and unpublished reports 
♦ Over 15,000 physical properties, plus molecular weights and chemical formulas 
♦ Volumes and levels of use in specific food categories for all FEMA substances 
♦ Natural occurrence data 
♦ IOFI designations of natural, nature identical or artificial 

RIFM also holds a variety of technical seminars throughout the year ranging from scientific colloquia on current 
industry issues like REACH to instructional workshops on technical tools like hazard assessment using the US EPA’s 
PBT Profiler or RIFM database user group meetings to get the most out of using the RIFM fragrance database. 
Membership in RIFM will expand your technical contacts and network to include fragrance manufacturers, client 
companies, IFRA and RIFM staff scientists as well as experts in the scientific community that participate in RIFM’s 
independent panel review. Knowledge gained through this technical support will supplement your own safety 
evaluation procedures and translate into better product management and achievement of group and company goals. 
In addition to your RIFM membership application, dues schedule, membership list and RIFM By-laws, you will find a 
selection of informational material about RIFM and its activities including the current RIFM Annual Report. 
RIFM staff are always available to provide any additional information you or others in your company may need about 
RIFM. Please feel free to call me if you have any questions. 
We look forward to welcoming you as a new member of RIFM. Print and fill out your RIFM membership application 
and because we need an original signature, return it by fax or regular mail, today. 

Best regards, 

 
Ladd W. Smith, PhD, DABT 
President 
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These publications provide more details on the process and are available from RIFM. 
 
The Scientific basis for sound decisions on fragrance material use.  (Smith, L.W., 2003) 
Criteria for development of a database for safety evaluation of fragrance materials.  (Ford et al., 2000) 
A Framework for prioritizing fragrance materials for aquatic risk assessment.  (Salvito et al., 2002) 
The Safety assessment of fragrance materials.  (Bickers et al., 2003) 
Consumer exposure to fragrance ingredients: providing estimates for safety evaluation.  (Cadby et al., 2002) 

RRIIFFMM  DDeelliivveerrss  KKnnoowwlleeddggee  oonn  
FFrraaggrraannccee  MMaatteerriiaallss  FFoorr  

PPrroodduucctt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt 
Well-documented conclusions from 

comprehensive analysis are available on 
the RIFM database to subscribers 24/7. 

Publications
• Group publications on 

structurally represent-
ative materials 
combined with 

• Fragrance Material 
Reviews on each 
material within the 
related group. 

Literature Review 
RIFM constantly  
monitors available 
data by scanning 
reports, articles, 
journals, etc. for up-
to-date information on 
all materials in the 
RIFM database. 

 

RIFM’S INTERNATIONAL  
PANEL OF EXPERTS― 

Conducts safety evaluation of consumer 
exposure (Cadby et al., 2002) and provides the 
results to the International Fragrance 
Association (IFRA) as the basis of a new or 
existing IFRA Standard. (Bickers et al., 2003; 
Smith, 2003)  

 

How Does RIFM 
Work? 
RIFM has developed 
comprehensive, logical 
and documented methods 
modeled after the 
National Academy of 
Sciences’ Elements of 
Risk Assessment and 
Risk Management (NRC, 
1994). 

Developing and Maintaining a Database  
on Fragrance Materials According to 

Human Health and Environmental Criteria  
Sets Priorities for Evaluation 

Classifying more than 2600 discrete ingredients 
in the RIFM database into summary groups 
based on chemical structure makes the 
evaluation process more efficient. (Ford et al., 
2000; Salvito et al., 2002) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
RIFM SAFETY ASSURANCE 

 
The fundamental objective of RIFM’s activities is to provide “assurance” to suppliers, users, regulators and consumers, 
that RIFM and the fragrance industry are adequately evaluating the safety of fragrance ingredients which are used in 
fragrance compounds and consumer products. Currently, the “gold standard” is a peer-reviewed Group Summary or 
Fragrance Material Review (FMR) which considers both hazard and exposure, and 
documents the conclusion from RIFM’s Expert Panel (REXPAN). 

It is important to understand that many fragrance materials have been evaluated. 
There are some 100 Standards, as distributed by the International Fragrance 
Association (IFRA), which set a limitation or restriction on fragrance 
ingredient use. However, this does not include the more than 1100 historical 
Monographs that RIFM has published. Although not as exhaustive as the Group 
Summary process, Monographs summarized the available safety 
information and were reviewed by REXPAN. 

A list of the IFRA Standards also does not address work in progress, which will 
ultimately result in a Group Summary, FMR or related scientific publication. The 
following sequence (in reverse chronology and importance), much like a 
research and publication agenda, more completely describes RIFM's ongoing 
activities, and represents a sequential approach to assure safety. In addition, 
technical staff communicates progress in the sequence to multiple stakeholders 
through presentations, posters, seminars and committee reports. 

1. Group Summary/FMR (safety evaluation from analysis of hazard potential and exposure, REXPAN 
conclusion―published in peer-reviewed literature) 

2. IFRA Standard set by REXPAN following review of hazard and exposure―for those materials where a 
restriction is necessary 

3. dossier request/preparation (from EU or regulatory agency technical committee)  

4. FFIDS (Flavor and Fragrance Ingredient Data Sheet)―where a material is evaluated by an industry working 
group, based on new information or regulatory reclassification and determination of hazard and related safety 
statements for U.S. and European regulatory compliance 

5. RIFM-initiated testing/research from Comprehensive Research Plan (for example, Group Summary data gap)  

6. group analysis to prepare preliminary assessment for REXPAN review  

7. request resulting from published work or current awareness of biological or environmental endpoint, by 
1. REXPAN 
2. technical committee (such as IFRA Scientific Committee) 
3. member company 
4. regulatory agency (driven by directive or legislation) 
8. prioritization from human health criteria document or environmental framework 
9. routine literature review for flavor/fragrance database article entry (leads up to always-available 

computer generated monograph) 

Research Institute for Fragrance Materials, Inc. 
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The RIFM Database is the most comprehensive, worldwide source of toxicology data, literature 
and general information on fragrance and flavor raw materials, classifying more than 5100 
materials. RIFM reviews upwards of 50 journals a month, conducts literature searches, and regularly 
collects member company data in an effort to keep the RIFM Database as complete as possible. 

 
Updated and maintained on a daily basis by RIFM staff and 6 offsite scientific consultants. 

Each material in the RIFM Database has its own homepage with links to all of its related studies. Some 
features of the database include: 
• More than 5100 materials indexed by over 17,000 synonyms and accessed by EINECS, CAS, FEMA or 

RIFM I.D. numbers and botanical sources. 
• Regulatory information—FDA GRAS, TSCA, DSL, EINECS registrations, The EFFA Code of Practice, 

Korean ECL inventory numbers, Japanese METI/ENCS numbers and IUPAC names 
• Toxicological data with over 54,000 references to more than 112,000 Human Health and 

Environmental studies, both published and unpublished, comprised of RIFM sponsored studies, 
government reports, company sponsored studies and published papers that are accessible by chemical, 
author, keyword or reference searching. 

• Related studies are cross-linked and references can be searched using partial bibliographic information. 
• Over 15,000 physical properties, molecular weights, chemical structures and natural occurrence data. 
• Hyperlinks to C/M/R categories, JECFA summaries, SCCNFP opinions, ACGIH Threshold Limit Values, 

CERHR and ASTDR reports, published monographs, Fragrance Material Reviews (FMRs) and more. 
• A complete collection of FFIDS, 1985-present, from which MSDSs can be created. 
• A complete listing of RIFM Sponsored Publications including monographs on fragrance materials, all 

staff publications including papers, presentations and posters as well as the individual FMRs and the RIFM 
Expert Panel Group Summaries. 

• Volumes and use levels in specific food categories for all FEMA substances. 
• Comprehensive sensitization summary tables for select materials. 
• Searchable by Material Groups according to structure activity relationships. 
•  E-mail notifications that can be customized to the subscriber’s interests and desired frequency of 

reporting (immediately, weekly, monthly, quarterly). 

Preliminary data, abstracts 
entered, cross-referenced to 
studies and chemicals 

over 54,000 articles 
over 112,000 studies 

Available to 
Subscribers! 

*if required* 

Article, report or 
study sent to 
technical consultants 
for review, protocol 
and results entered 

Reviewed by staff 
for: relevance, links, 
keywords 

Article, report or study is 
scanned into document 

storage database– 
“Alchemy” 

Reports 
Journals (50/month) 
Literature Searches 

 

TTHHEE  RRIIFFMM  DDAATTAABBAASSEE  
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MEMBERSHIP ADVANTAGES 
 
RIFM is the cost effective solution for safety research and testing―shared research expenses, eliminates test 
duplication, minimizes animal use and provides uniform interpretation. 
 
RIFM delivers well-documented conclusions from comprehensive analysis that translates into enhanced product 
management for its members―resulting in safer and more life enriching products for the consumer. 
 
Representation among corporate and scientific leaders in industry management of fragranced products―representing 
80% of global markets 

• Closer alliance and interaction with fragrance suppliers to support the widespread distribution of technical 
information on ingredients 

• Opportunity to participate as an “active” member of RIFM, with potential Board representation 
 
Participation in the Joint Advisory Group―the IFRA technical committee of client companies which belong to RIFM 

• Early awareness of scientific (and regulatory) issues 
• Involvement in shaping industry’s scientific program at RIFM 
• First look at developing IFRA Standards during the “consultation” phase 
• Collaboration with client colleagues―application of company knowledge in a confidential setting 

 
Direct sponsorship of the RIFM Comprehensive Research Plan―to characterize the safety of fragrance raw materials, 
with early distribution of resulting data to members 

• The respiratory safety project addresses questions of individual susceptibility to common fragrance materials; 
exposure-oriented approach characterizes typical product applications as related to potential biological effects 

• The fragrance allergy category complements outreach to clinical and research dermatologists with projects to 
develop scientific data on auto-oxidation, epidemiology and elicitation threshold 

• Since research is science's tool development for future use, human health methodology projects address 
alternatives to animal testing and skin absorption prediction, while environmental methodology projects 
extend ongoing soil fate studies to investigate similar degradation and biotransformation processes in sediment 
and marine media 

• Group criteria document testing provides the basis for safety evaluations through the identification of short 
term and long term hazard endpoints 

• Use level support testing addresses material content in product formulations and provides the scientific basis 
for setting IFRA Standards 

 
Sustainability of independent safety evaluation by the RIFM Expert Panel―a consistent process of data generation and 
assessment for fragrance suppliers and users, resulting in documented conclusions, IFRA Standards, publications in the 
peer-reviewed literature and safety assurance for the consumer 
 
Support of global technical advocacy by the RIFM staff―scientific presentations, program reviews and technical 
consultation for member companies, representation of the industry’s sponsored science in a transparent and professional 
manner to regulatory agencies and interested parties 
 
Access to the RIFM flavor/fragrance database―the most comprehensive, continuously maintained source of technical 
data on ingredients, for internal company evaluations and formulation decisions 
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 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Company Name_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City & State: _______________________Zip Code: __________Country:_____________________________ 
 
Telephone: ________________________ Fax: ________________________email: ______________________ 
 
Name of Representative to RIFM:____________________________Title______________________________ 
 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:  Active________     Associate  ________   Supporting  ________ 
 
Brief Description of Nature of Business: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of years in business__________________________ 
 
My application will be sponsored by the following two Active members of  RIFM: 
 
1. ____________________________         ________________________________________ 
                            Company Name                                    Signature of Representative Company Sponsor 
 
                                                                               ________________________________________ 
                                                                                               (Please print Name and Title) 
 
2.  _____________________________          ________________________________________ 
                            Company Name                                    Signature of Representative Company Sponsor 
 
                                                                               ________________________________________ 
                                                                                               (Please print Name and Title) 
 
I hereby make application to the Board of Directors for membership in the Research Institute for Fragrance 
Materials, Inc.;  I agree to abide by the provisions of the By-Laws of the Corporation upon acceptance for 
membership. 
 
_______________________                                ________________________________________ 
                   Date                                                                   Signature of Authorized Individual 
 
                                                                        _______________________________________ 
                                                                                                     Please Print Name 
 
                                                                          _______________________________________ 
                                                                                                             Date 
Return this application to: Dr. Ladd W. Smith, President 
Research Institute for Fragrance Materials, Inc. ● 50 Tice Boulevard ● Woodcliff Lake, NJ  07677  USA 



 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION OF RIFM MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
 

1. Corporate membership in RIFM is offered in accordance with RIFM's Bylaws as described below. 
              
2. All applications must be sponsored and signed by executive management from two (2) current Active RIFM member 
              companies prior to their submission to RIFM. 
 
3. Please submit your completed application to the person at the address shown on the bottom of the application. After 
              your application is reviewed by the RIFM Board of Directors, you will receive a letter advising you of the status of your
              application. Please respond with your company's official contact information and your dues category. Upon receipt of this  
              information, a  dues invoice will be sent. When your dues payment is  received, you will be entitled to all the benefits of 
              RIFM membershi

 
                                                                                                            Membership

                                                                                                                                                                                ARTICLE II   
Section 1. Members. The members of the Corporation shall consist of each of the subscribers to the Certificate of 
Incorporation of the Corporation and each person, firm, corporation or division of a corporation admitted to 
membership as provided in these by-laws, until such membership shall be terminated for any reason.  
Section 2. Classes of Membership; Qualifications. Membership in the Corporation shall be of three classes: 
Active, Associate and Supporting.  
(a) Active Membership - Fragrance Ingredient Active Members shall be limited to those persons, firms, corporations 
and divisions of the corporations primarily engaged in the manufacture and/or sale or distribution of fragrances or 
fragrance ingredients at other than the retail level.  
Consumer Product Active Members shall be limited to those persons, firms, corporations and divisions of the 
corporations primarily engaged in the purchase of fragrances and fragrance ingredients for further manufacture 
including incorporation into consumer products at the retail level.  
(b) Associate Membership shall include persons, firms and corporations engaged as brokers or dealers in the 
fragrance industry.  
(c) Supporting Membership shall include persons, firms, corporations and divisions of corporations engaged in the 
manufacture for sale or distribution at the retail level of consumer products using or consisting of fragrance or 
fragrance ingredients.  
(d) A division of a corporation engaged as a separate unit in a business described in this Section 2 may be admitted 
as a member in accordance with the requirements of this Section 2 in the discretion and upon the vote of the Board 
of Directors as provided in Section 3 of this Article II.  
Section 3. Admission to Membership. Persons, firms, corporations and divisions of corporations meeting the 
qualifications for membership in any class and having been engaged in the required business for at least one year 
shall (except for the subscribers to the Certificate of Incorporation who shall be Active Members) be admitted to 
membership only upon the affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the entire Board of Directors whose 
determination shall be based upon (a) their qualifications, (b) whether or not such admission to membership will be 
desirable and of assistance in promoting and carrying out the purposes of the Corporation and (c) such other 
factors as the Board of Directors shall deem relevant and appropriate, and such determination shall be conclusive. 
The term “entire Board of Directors” as used in these by-laws is defined in Section 1 of Article IV hereof.  
Section 4. Resignation of Members. Any member may resign from the Corporation by giving notice thereof to the 
Corporation, which notice shall be presented by the Chairman to the Board of Directors at its first meeting following 
the receipt of such notice. A resignation of a member shall take effect upon receipt by the Corporation of such 
written notice, unless such member shall, at the time, be indebted to the Corporation.  
Section 5. Suspension and Expulsion. Any Member may be suspended for a period of time or expelled from 
membership, with or without cause, by the affirmative vote of a majority of the Active Members at any meeting 
thereof, the notice for which shall specify as one of its purposes consideration of such suspension or expulsion.  
In addition, the membership of any Member may be terminated by the Board of Directors, if such member shall be 
in arrears in paying its annual dues or any increase therein for a period of time exceeding 60 days following the 
determination thereof.  

 
Should you have any questions about the application process, the RIFM/FEMA Database or RIFM in general, please contact us 
at:  201-689-8089. 



Category
ANNUAL SALES 

WORLDWIDE
A1 0 - < 1M

A2 1M - < 2M

A3 2M - < 3M

A4 3M - < 5M

A5 5M - < 10M

A6 10M - < 20M

A7 20M - < 30M

A8 30M - < 40M

A9 40M - < 50M

A10 50M - < 70M

A11 70M - < 100M

A12 100M - < 150M

A13 150M - < 200M

A14 200M - < 300M

A15 300M - < 450M

A16 450M - < 600M

A17 600M - < 750M

A18 750M - < 1B

A19 1B - < 1.5B

A20 1.5 Billion and Above

ANNUAL PURCHASES 
WORLDWIDE

A21 0 - < 50M

A22 50M - < 150M

A23 150M - < 250M

A24 250M and Above

ANNUAL SALES 
WORLDWIDE

B1 0 - < 3M

B2 3 - < 10M
B3 10M or Above

ANNUAL SALES 
WORLDWIDE

C1 ALL

2010 DUES

Research Institute for Fragrance Materials, Inc.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:  Brokers and/or dealers.

SUPPORTING MEMBERS:  
Purchases of fragrance compounds, aroma chemicals and essential oils.

2010 DUES

$225,000 + .05% of sales > $150M x 0.985

$200,000 + .05% of sales > $100M x 0.985 

  2010 DUES SCHEDULE 
FRAGRANCE INGREDIENT ACTIVE MEMBERS:  
Manufacturers/Sellers:  Sales of fragrance compounds, aroma chemicals and essential oils.  Brokerage sales included at 75%.  

$48,905

$1,425,000 + .012% of sales > $1.4B x 0.985

$2,510

2010 DUES

$13,870

$35,655

CONSUMER PRODUCT ACTIVE MEMBER:
Purchasers/Sellers: The value of finished compounds used internally within the member company (includes purchased compounds,
aroma chemicals, and chemicals made and used internally) and sales of aroma chemicals and compounds.

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

$28,690

$16,300

2010 DUES

$68,750

$12,500

$7,610

$4,140

$151,215

$112,970

$1,125,000 + .012% of sales > $1B x 0.985

$775,000 + .05% of sales > $600M x 0.985

$625,000 + .05% of sales > $450M x 0.985

$92,065

$46,620

$175,950

$325,000 + .05% of sales > $200M x 0.985

$475,000 + .05% of sales > $300M x 0.985

$925,000 + .012% of sales > $750M x 0.985

Adopted:  February 9, 2010  



  
  RRIIFFMM    DDAATTAABBAASSEE    AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN  

 
 

DDAATTAABBAASSEE  UUSSEERRNNAAMMEE::              

  

NNAAMMEE::              

  

TTIITTLLEE::              

  

CCOOMMPPAANNYY::                

  

AADDDDRREESSSS::                
  

CCIITTYY::                
  

SSTTAATTEE::                ZZIIPP  CCOODDEE::                
  

TTEELLEEPPHHOONNEE::                  FFAAXX::                
  

EE--MMAAIILL  AADDDDRREESSSS::              
  

MMEEMMBBEERR  OOFF::          RRIIFFMM                FFEEMMAA   

 
 Each new user should fill out this application, save changes, and e-mail to 

the address below 

 Membership will be notified when the new accounts are active, new users 
will be able to set up a password and log on after accepting an online 
subscription agreement 

 Existing users will be prompted to set up a new password  

RReesseeaarrcchh  IInnssttiittuuttee  ffoorr  FFrraaggrraannccee  MMaatteerriiaallss,,  IInncc..  

ee--mmaaiill  ttoo::  CCaatthhyy  JJuulliiaannoo  aatt  ccjjuulliiaannoo@@rriiffmm..oorrgg  oorr  

mmaaiill  ttoo::  5500  TTiiccee  BBoouulleevvaarrdd      WWooooddcclliiffff  LLaakkee,,  NNJJ    0077667777  

mailto:cjuliano@rifm.org�


    

RIFM/FEMA DATABASE SUBSCRIPTION FEE STRUCTURE 
 
The RIFM/FEMA Database currently contains The RIFM Database now contains over 
53,000 literature references that include over 111,000 studies on individual flavor and 
fragrance materials.  There are more than 7,400 unpublished member sponsored studies 
and over 800 RIFM sponsored studies summarized in the Database. RIFM reviews 
upwards of 50 journals a month, conducts literature searches, and regularly collects 
member company data in an effort to keep the RIFM/FEMA Database as comprehensive 
as possible.   
 

 
 
For security purposes, all database subscribers are required to acknowledge an 
online subscription agreement. Shared Usernames will no longer be permitted, as 
RIFM now has the capability to monitor use. Although there have been no security 
issues in the past, our activities are intended to prevent any from occurring in the future. 
For example, shared Usernames may jeopardize security and confidentiality when an 
employee leaves a member company yet can still access the Database through the active 
account of another employee. As always, your help in updating database user contact 
information is greatly appreciated. 
 
*INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES ULTIMATELY PROTECT RIFM/FEMA MEMBERS AND 
THEIR DATA* 
 
 
*If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Christen Sachse-Vasquez at 
RIFM, (201) 689-8089 ext. 107 or via e-mail at csachse-vasquez@rifm.org 

The 2008 RIFM/FEMA Database Subscription fees are as follows; 
 

o 1 User  = $1,000  
o 2-5 Users = $3,000  
o 6-10 Users = $5,000  
o 11+ Users = $6,000  
 

*Users are based on the total number of users company-wide 
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